




















































































































































































































































































































































































































One’s prayer is invalidated by inexcusably preceding the imam by
two consecutive integrals of action, which are both long or one is long
and the other is short.

Explanation: It is unlawful for the follower (ma’mum) to end one
integral of action before his imam starts it; however, doing so does not
invalidate the prayer. However, if the follower precedes his imam by
two consecutive integrals of action without an excuse, his prayer is
invalidated. For example, if, while the imam is reciting the Fatihah, the
ma’mum performs the ruku”, rises for the i“tidal, and starts
descending to go down to the sujud (while the imam is still reading the
Fatihah), then the follower has preceded his imam by two consecutive
integrals of actions. This invalidates his prayer.

One's prayer would not be invalidated although one preceded
one’s imam by two consecutive integrals of action if one did so for an
excuse like if one forgot that one was following an imam.

Similarly, the ma’mum invalidates one’s prayer if one lags behind the
jmam by two consecutive integrals of action without an excuse,

Explanation: Lagging behind one’s imam by two consecutive
integrals of action with no excuse invalidates one’s prayer. For
if the imam and the follower both fi
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